
ST SAVIOURS CHURCH

Transforming lives in Jesus’ name 

ST SAVIOURS CHURCH 
Called to be transformed into God’s image, through His 
glory, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 2 Corinthians 3:18 

St Saviours has been on a journey to explore God’s calling in the shared 
life of this church family. Ours is a growing family, with members 
emplaced in the church already, and new ones to arrive soon. What 

has emerged early on has been an understanding that there is a clear 
calling on this church - and that the Holy Spirit desires a new season of 
commitment and expansion. We are a parish of some 6,000 souls that 
extends well beyond Larkhall. From Fairfield Ave to Coxley Drive, 
Midsummer Buildings to Snow Hill, St Saviours parish embraces a broad 
spectrum of sociodemographic needs - and spiritual needs. This vision is a 
vision for the future. It acknowledges the previous work of so many leaders, 
and attests that this new season - of new and exciting work - would not be 
possible without them. At the same time, we press forward into a new 
season. And we follow the one in whose name this church is founded: our 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The calling of the mission and vision of our church is a posture that 
everyone is called to adopt. At St Saviours, this posture is distilled into 5 key 
statements.  

Reaching out, gathering in 

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Luke 
19:10 

We are called to be a church of relationship (reaching out and gathering in), 
and in relationship (with Jesus Christ). This relationship should be 
accessible to anyone we meet and we expect the Holy Spirit to change 
people’s lives. This looks like: 

‣ Reaching out to others in hope, joy and love 

‣ Turning to Jesus as the source of unity, reconciliation and 
repentance  

‣ Stepping in to help the lost, the hurting and the broken - through 
supernatural ministry in the power of the Spirit 

‣ Being an open doors church, no matter the cost  

Church growth can be an enticing prospect for any congregation. In some 
instances, churches may begin to think about their own organisation, 
systems and building as the starting point of growth. In the same way that 
Jesus started his own worshipping community, we are called to think about 
people first - and particularly relationships - as the starting point of growing 
‘church’. We are instructed by the Bible - and by the world around us - 
about how creation suffers under the weight of broken relationships. It is 
right and good to renounce this brokenness in our own lives. But it is even 
more important to pursue the ultimate source of wholeness and unity - 
Jesus Christ.  
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As a church, we are called to actively 
pursue relationships with others. This 
kind of relationship has a distinctive 
quality. It places Christ at the centre - 
of everything. Whenever we interact 
with anyone, we have the opportunity 
to ‘go deep’ with them. The Holy Spirit 
delights in opportunities to engage in 
relationship directly - and He works 
through real, living people every day to 
make this happen.  

What we have seen over the past year 
is that when we come into direct 
contact with others, we have a chance 
to get to know them, to understand 
their hopes, dreams, hurts and failures. This kind of relationship is ‘deep’ 
relationship and it is based on truth, and it seeks the truth. It seeks to listen 
and understand; it is humble and self-effacing.  

It positions others to see our own hearts - which are similarly filled with 
hopes, dreams, hurts and failures - but which are also encased in the love 
of Jesus Christ. This kind of love is different from that of the world - it is a 
weapon of hope and joy in Christ that wages war against the powers of 
darkness and evil at work in the world.  

It is seriously powerful love - because it comes directly from Jesus, Himself. 
It is the power of the cross and the resurrection, life and healing, past and 
future, all wrapped up in one cosmic truth: Jesus is Lord.  

Deep relationships, therefore, are Godly relationships. They cost us 
something, because we are committing to walking with hurt people, from 
conviction to restoration. They cost us something, because we worship a 
God who builds all of His relationships on self-sacrifice. We acknowledge 
that it is the truth that Jesus is Lord (of everything) that undergirds how we 
are towards others.  
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When we love others in this way, we also choose to lay down our own self 
interest. There are no elite Christians. Even in our relationships with the 
unbelieving, we believe there is hope and joy in store for them. This is made 
possible by the Holy Spirit, who continues to prompt and cajole and nudge - 
not content to let any one go astray. As individuals, what we bring, as 
church, is evidence of the fruit of the Holy Spirit - at work in this place and 
in us. The power of our deep relationships is the Holy Spirit.  

Put simply, He wants to save people - all kinds of people. Even and 
especially the kinds of people that are sometimes hard to love. When we 
pursue deep relationships, we let go of control, we let go of our 
preconceptions of what church should look like, we cease to worry about 
what others might say, we let go of everything but our complete reliance on 
God to save.  

And so God saves. And yes, He uses our very real human relationships to do 
that. And the other consequence to - this changes us. When we see the 
power of the Spirit on show - healing, transforming, restoring, redeeming 
and saving - and through us and others we know - we are changed. We, 
ourselves, are healed, transformed, restored.  

When Jesus is in control - as the source of all truth, whether in doctrine or 
(more importantly) in relationship - we open ourselves to a paradigm shift. 
We open ourselves and our church to the certainty that: 

• People will come to faith 

• People will be healed 

• Signs and wonders will become commonplace 

• People’s lives will change - as will ours 

And with certainty, we will begin to see that Jesus is actively drawing 
individuals through our doors whom we might otherwise reject or at least 
politely discourage. He needs us to see this happen - so that we will believe 
He can effect change in our lives.  

But the barriers need to go. Any boundary that prevents people from freely 
entering our worshipping family needs to be put to one side. It might be 
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our own preconceptions of church; it might be our fear of the unknown; 
maybe it will be our fear of the unknown other. The holiness of the Lord 
really can’t be contained, nor should it. And so the Spirit moves freely, 
drawing us in, drawing strangers in - right to the foot of the cross, right to 
the centre.  

Living in the fullness of God 

Know the love of Jesus Christ, know this love that 
surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3:19 

As a church, we are called to worship the living God in all His fullness - as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are called to follow his living Word, 
continually revealed by Jesus Christ. Just as important, we are called to 
worship with an invitational heart, seeking out those on the outside whom 
Christ wishes to embrace.  
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Another way to describe ‘deep relationship’ is to talk about fullness. 
Because it is fullness that we and others experience when they are filled 
with the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Of course, this is not a fullness of the world - 
not full bellies or full wallets. This fullness is of the highest order. That’s 
why we talk about God in all His fullness - as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. His 
relationships put on show the ultimate fullness: full love, full wholeness, full 
unity. 

When we think about the human condition, we know that we have fallen 
short of the glory of God. While God’s creation is exceedingly good (from 
the beginning), humanity has gotten itself entangled in sin and brokenness. 
The personal results of sin are destructive: we see this particularly in how 
people can sometimes treat each other, and how destructive they can be 
towards themselves. But humanity is also entangled in a bigger cosmic 
force that is also known as Sin - it is less about the things we do wrong, 
specifically, and more about the state of the world we live in (famine, war, 
drought, spiritual possession, etc).  

In the face of this, God helps us establish these ‘deep relationships’. But 
there is more going on in these relationships than simply getting to know 
the ‘other’. In these relationships, there is a fundamental desire to seek 
restoration and redemption. When Jesus heals people, he doesn’t just 
address their physical injury or disease - he addresses their complete 
redemption, which is the healing of mind, body and spirit - against the 
effects of sin. In so doing, he also does something on a cosmic scale: these 
signs are the signs of the Kingdom of God rising up among us. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we believe that people can experience 
something - a small part, even - of this complete redemption. They can 
experience that today. The Holy Spirit, being God, is the one who can make 
this happen and ultimately, we rely on His power to heal bodies, minds, 
relationships, etc. In the process of entering into deep relationships, we do 
so knowing that Jesus Christ desires full life transformation. He desires 
people to be changed: changed to be more like him, changed to be in right 
relationship with Him. The work of the church is to allow this to happen: by 
engaging those on the outside of faith, those hurting in some way, and to 
fold them into the family of Jesus Christ.  
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We know our fullness as the body of Christ, not simply by meeting on a 
Sunday, but by actively including all those on the outside that the Holy 
Spirit sends to us.  

As a church family, our character 
and credibility reside entirely in 
Jesus Christ. We are called to be a 
teaching, preaching, praying and 
worshipping church family - and to 
do so in a way that actively draws in 
outsiders. There is another word 
for this - discipleship. And there are 
two levels to discipleship: we are 
called to be discipled. And we are 
called to disciple others. It is 
tempting to think about church 
being divided up into two 
categories: ministry and mission. 
Ministry is often thought of as the 
things we do for ‘us’ - preaching on 
Sunday, Sunday school, singing and 
worshipping.  

Mission is often thought of as the things we do for ‘others’ - serving food to 
the hungry, housing the homeless, promoting social justice. In fact, just as 
there is no word for ‘mission’ in the Greek New Testament, there is no 
distinction between mission and ministry. Everything that we do, we do 
for everyone: whether they are on the inside or the outside. So while, on 
the hand, we actively pursue outsiders to minister and witness to, we 
actively welcome outsiders to our house: church on Sunday, Life Groups, 
prayer groups, and the like.  

This should pose a healthy challenge for us: to create a culture where we 
can promote access to Jesus Christ to anyone and everyone, regardless 
of class, education, social demographics, etc. Whatever we do as church, 
then, deserves to be open to the public - with due thought given to cultural 
barriers and how we might overcome these. In fact, when church (and the 
message of the cross) become truly accessible, we will have achieved what 
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many churches try to achieve: to be welcoming. The outsider who feels truly 
welcomed - is the outsider we share a Life Group with, or prayer with, or 
allow to speak in front of church; they are the outsider we will share a meal 
with. 

Worship, prayer, preaching and teaching are already a very important part 
of church life. But we are called to do more. We are called to make this 
accessible to every person who engages with church, at whatever level: 
from the person who signs up to their first life group, to the drug addict 
who is injecting right outside our doors. The biggest challenge we will ever 
face is making worship, prayer, preaching and teaching accessible to 
outsiders. As such, we will need to constantly review our services, 
programming and discipleship to ensure that we can navigate the divide 
between outsiders and insiders.  

With this in mind, we can say with confidence that we are committed to 
transforming lives in Jesus’ name. 

Sharing God’s love, sharing our life 

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for 
each other and for everyone else. 1 Thessalonians 3:12 

As a church, we are called to be known for our faith, and for our 
obedience to the Holy Spirit. In equal measure, we are called to be 
generous and sacrificial with the people around us, and to do so explicitly 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Out of deep relationships, and out of ensuing life transformation, we expect 
to see growth. This, however, may not look like the kind of growth we see in 
the ‘big church in town’ or the ‘church we grew up in’. But of course, just like 
the Holy Spirit speaks in a unique language each person can understand, 
He places a very particular and unique calling on each of His churches. We 
are to be known for the unique calling that He has placed on this church, St 
Saviours Church, in the middle of Larkhall. In so many ways, this is 
communicated by the neighbours he has placed around us. From every 
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walk of life, from the successful young mother whose children go to St 
Saviours school, to the young mother who is homeless and battling heroin 
addiction. They are all represented in our parish; they are all our 
neighbour; and they all have a place in this family. Some of you have met 
them on these steps, right outside.  

When we launched our Little Bags of Joy mission, we met so many of these 
neighbours. Some are highly successful professionals. But some are single 
parents, living on benefits, some are children embroiled in custody battles, 
some are elderly shut ins. And so many of them seem to live in one state of 
fear or another. I know that because you have told me. You have met them 
and prayed with them.  

When we launched our Give Joy 
mission (now called Grace Station) - 
we met more of these neighbours. If 
you ask anyone involved in that 
mission, they will tell you - what 
immense needs hide just beneath 
the surface of the average neighbour 
walking by our church on any given 
day. But what you may not have 
known, is that this parish - the 
neighbours we are called to serve - 
are also outside of Larkhall. Some 
are in Snow Hill, others are in Uphill 
Drive, others in Midsummer 
buildings. And while much of 
Larkhall feels prosperous, there are 
places in our parish that are indeed, 
not.  

The Holy Spirit has been calling us to be mindful of these neighbours - and 
those who are particularly vulnerable. Not as a charity case. But to be more 
- to call them brothers and sisters, to throw the doors wide for them. To 
show them the cross, to share the story of Jesus’ love. To be family. And 
indeed, by doing so, to become keenly aware of the need in the lives 
around us, often invisible, often well managed and hidden. The loneliness, 
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the addiction, the violence and aggression and depression and anxiety that 
hide behind the doors of so many. 

In our generosity, we are called to be real as a church. To be vulnerable, to 
give. To give money sacrificially. To give time sacrificially. To give a listening 
ear sacrificially. And to do so explicitly in Jesus’ name. So that when we do 
it, people don’t have to guess. They will know because we talk openly about 
Jesus Christ. We do it, not in embarrassment, but out of joy. Out of the deep 
reservoir of joy that the Holy Spirit is showing us - which can be found 
primarily in our own stories about Jesus and how he is rescuing us. 

When we journey the way of the cross for Him, when we make sacrifices for 
him, when we endure hardship, for Him … then He will direct us 
immediately to our neighbour. That neighbour may be the person we may 
never have crossed paths with before. But when we do respond to our 
neighbours, God so often reveals the richness of sharing across human 
divides. Each relationship formed in the Father’s name is steeped in the 
riches of the Kingdom. We may find things we never knew we were 
searching for in these Godly relationships: charity, hospitality, resilience, 
support, laughter. In short, love.  

Holding the door open 

Jesus says, “I am the door; whoever enters through me 
will be saved.” John 10:9 

We are called to be a church with open doors: doors open to allow others 
to come in; doors open to allow the body of Christ to go out in His name; 
doors open to allow the Holy Spirit unrestricted access to His people. These 
open doors reflect our own hearts, which we open to others and which we 
want to be transformed by Jesus Christ. 

Just as we accept that Jesus Christ needs to transform the lives of those 
around us, we must acknowledge that He needs to change our lives. Not 
once. Not a few times. But on a daily basis. Having open doors in the 
physical sense is the most effective welcome in the world. More than any 
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other strategy in the book, having open doors in the church says that we 
are not only willing for people to come in, we are willing to take whatever 
risks that entails. We are willing to get involved in the lives of others, to 
journey with people, to really listen and hear their stories, their doubts, 
their fears, their pain. It says that we trust God to do something powerful 
and beautiful in their lives. 

People usually know exactly what they are getting themselves in to when 
they walk through the doors of a church. It means they are looking for 
something, even if they don’t quite know what it is yet. A stranger walking 
through a church door - whether they be a millionaire or a debtor, a hero or 
a villain - is deep down looking for something that they don’t already have 
and can’t find anywhere else. They are looking for salvation in Jesus Christ; 
they are nudged, cajoled, shifted, run off course by the Holy Spirit until they 
get there. They are longed for by the Father, who longs for them like long 
lost prodigal sons and daughters.  

And we should have something to offer them. More than advice or a point 
towards social services or counselling. We are called to offer physical bread 
- we are also called to off the bread of life. We should be prepared - all of 
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us - to say, “hi, welcome, how are you?” And then to drop everything and 
listen for as long as it takes when someone decides to open up. We should 
be prepared to share scripture, encouragement, laughter, tears and hugs. 
We should be prepared to pray - at the drop of a hat. We should be 
prepared - at all times - to tell the story of Jesus Christ and, as important, to 
tell it in our own words, through our own life story.  

No one walks through a church door by accident. They are sent by the Holy 
Spirit. And long before we may know what is going on in that person’s life, 
we can rest assured that the Holy Spirit has sent them directly and that He 
wants us to respond. 

Journeying the way of the cross 

Jesus says, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will save it.” Luke 9:23-24 

As a church, we are called to the way of the cross. We acknowledge that 
being disciples of Jesus Christ is costly, that we are called to die to 
ourselves, and that we are called to accept our new identity in Christ. In so 
doing, we open our doors - and arms - wide to those whom God chooses to 
bring in, as they move from brokenness to healing. In so doing, we 
acknowledge the brokenness in our own lives and agree to be healed in the 
family of Christ.  

The way of the cross is a difficult road. It is a glorious, magnificent road, but 
it is sometimes difficult. This journey usually requires us to let certain 
things go. Maybe our own expectations, maybe our own aspirations, or our 
own understanding of things. Journeying the way of the cross means 
journeying with Jesus. It is desiring to remain close to Him at all times; and 
this has the double effect of requiring our complete trust in Him, while also 
freeing us from the illusion that we are in total control of our own lives. The 
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way of the cross - to the outsider - looks perilous. To those in the family of 
Christ, it looks like real and lasting freedom.  

For those journeying into faith, there is an important thing to understand 
about following Jesus. It does not make our lives more comfortable; it does 
not ensure a life of ease, free of hardship or illness; it does not make us 
millionaires. And it does not make us perfect people - far from it.  

But journeying the way of the cross does have a peculiar effect on followers 
of Jesus. It changes their eyesight. They start to see less and less of the 
world as a bad place; they start to see the worth of more people; they begin 
to see a way through life’s challenges where before they could see none. 
The shiny things of the world start to appear less shiny with this new 
eyesight. Instead of focusing their eyes on the attainment of things, or the 
building of livelihoods, they start to see that they already have so much. 
And they start to see that so many others are in great need. They begin to 
see how the Father unites people, where the world would divide them. 

What they are beginning to see, of course, is the Kingdom of God. Here in 
this place. 
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Journeying the way of the cross changes people. I expect it will change me. 
And I expect it will change you. Jesus Christ is busy building His kingdom. 
He doesn’t need our help. But He wants our help. He wants us to partner 
with Him, to join in the challenge and the fun. Why? 

Because he loves us. That’s it. That’s all. He does everything He does - 
because He loves us. And all He desires in return - is our love for Him.  

This is the greatest love the world has ever seen.  

So many of you have been praying. Praying that, in time, the desire will 
grow in this place, exponentially - the desire to know the Father’s love, 
intimately. And the desire will grow for others to know that same love.  

This, of course, is a love that changes people. It gently removes the calluses 
the world has put on us; it softens the hard edges; it transforms self-
destruction into new life. New birth. New growth. 

It is a love that also fills us with conviction, sets us securely on the 
foundation of His love. This, too, changes us. 

And so together, we emerge as changed people. Changed by the Father’s 
love. Changed by our love for each other and by our love for the people out 
there.  

On the road ahead, we are called: 

• To reach out, and gather in 

• To live in the fullness of God 

• To share God’s love and share our life 

• To hold the door open 

• To journey the way of the cross  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Transforming lives in Jesus’ name 

ST SAVIOURS CHURCH 
Called to be transformed into God’s image, through His 
glory, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 2 Corinthians 3:18 
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